Early onset necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC) in premature twins.
Twin infants born at 34 week gestation had frank blood in stools on day three of life on mixed feeds of formula and maternal breast milk. Sepsis work up was negative in these relatively well appearing infants with pneumatosis in the colon on abdominal x-ray. Blood in stools recurred on reintroduction of breast milk in Twin A. Both infants recovered from episodes of bloody stools on amino-acid based formula and were thriving at discharge. Early necrotizing enterocolitis in both twins is rare and has not been reported. Cow's milk protein sensitivity, possibly from in-utero sensitization, could explain non-infectious colitis in these twins, precipitated by formula or breast milk after birth.